October 2022

Saint Francis of Assisi
The mission of the Church of the Epiphany is to offer a home to all
those who are seeking God’s unconditional love.

From the Vicar
I’m all for putting September in the rearview mirror. It’s time
for us to move on.
But first, we will remember our sisters and brothers in
southwestern and central Florida, who were devastated by
Hurricane Ian. While we await word on ways we can help those
affected by the storm, we can offer our prayers.
Heavenly Father, we ask that you wrap your loving arms
around those who are injured and grieving in the path of
Hurricane Ian. Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work,
or watch, or weep this day, and give your angels charge over
those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the
weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the
afflicted and all for your love's sake. Amen.
Let us not forget those first responders who were poised to offer
aid during and after the storm passed.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of mercy, who through your Son
gave us a marvelous example of charity and the great
commandment of love for one another. Send down your
blessings on these your servants, who so generously devote
themselves to helping others. Grant them courage when they
are afraid, wisdom when they must make quick decisions,
strength when they are weary, and compassion in all their
work. When the alarm sounds and they are called to aid both
friend and stranger, let them faithfully serve you in their
neighbor. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
-Episcopal Relief and Development
I would also like to take the time to thank all of you who
pitched in during my absence on September 11 and 25, while
Cathy and I were babysitting our grandchildren in Atlanta and
while she was in the hospital, respectively.

As we have entered the final quarter of the calendar year, we look
forward to some of the busiest times of the church calendar.

The first Sunday in October is the day we observe the Feast of
Saint Francis of Assisi and celebrate our annual Blessing of the
Animals. You can find more about this elsewhere in the
newsletter.
In November, we will celebrate All Saints Day, Thanksgiving
and the beginning of Advent. Of course, December means the
completion of the Advent season and Christmas.

There are many other things planned for the next few weeks, both
here at Epiphany, around the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast,
and in the greater Crestview community. Some are already
planned and others still awaiting planning.
I hope all of you will be able to take part in many of these events.
May the Peace of God that passes all understanding be with you!
Father David+

.

October 2

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 am Holy Eucharist followed by Pot Luck
2:00 pm Blessing of the Animals
October 9

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 am Holy Eucharist followed by Vestry meeting
11:00 am Disaster Preparedness Survey
October 16

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 am Holy Eucharist followed by Healing service.
October 23

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 am Holy Eucharist
October 28 (Friday) — 10:00 am, an introduction to the
Daughters of the King (all ladies in the church invited)
October 30

The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 am Holy Eucharist
November 1 All Saints Day

Birthdays

October 3 — Randy Bauer and Cathy Clothier
October 26 — Ginny Bauer
October 31 — Phil Phillips

Anniversaries
October 25 — Cathy & David Clothier
October 26—Randy & Ginny Bauer and Chun & David Bryant

St. Francis of Assisi
Born Giovanni di Pietro di Bernardone, Francis is one of the more
venerated saints in Christendom. He considered the patron saint of
animals and the environment.
His birth is believed to have occurred in 1182 in the Italian town of
Assisi. His father was a prosperous Italian silk merchant and his
mother was a noblewoman from French Provence.
His father was on a business trip to France when he was born, and his
mother had him baptized as Giovanni. However, his father began to
call him Francesco, possibly because of his fondness of things French.
Francis spent his youth in revelry with his friends. As he grew older,
he attempted to win military glory, but was taken as a prisoner of war.
Francis was released after a year in captivity.

His life took an abrupt turn when he was approached by a beggar
while selling cloth for his father. After he completed the business
transaction, Francis followed the beggar and gave him all he had on
him. This angered his father and they became estranged.
He took up residence at the Church of St. Damiano.
There he had a vision during which, he heard Jesus
say, "Francis, Francis, go and repair My church
which, as you can see, is falling into ruins."
As a result, Francis dedicated his life to serving the
poor, and preaching penance, brotherly love and
peace. In 1209, he composed a simple rule for his
followers, which was "to follow the teachings of our
Lord Jesus Christ and to walk in his footsteps."
In 1210 Pope Innocent III confirmed the simple Rule for the Order of
Friars Minor, a name Francis chose to emphasize his desire to be
numbered among the “least” of God’s servants. The order grew
rapidly all over Europe, becoming known as the Franciscans.

His last years were spent in much suffering of body and spirit, but
his joy never failed. Francis died on October 3, 1226.

There are a number of apocryphal stories about
Francis and his encounters with various wild
animals, which lead to his connection with all
animals and the tradition of blessing them on or near
his feast day, which is October 4.
In addition to St. Francis, the Episcopal Church recognizes more
than 300 people in the current Calendar of Saints that appears in
the book Holy Women, Holy Men, published by Church Publishing,
Inc. Many of the entries are well known to most Christians, not just
Episcopalians, but many more are not so well known. The book
can be ordered online. The following is a selection of the Feast
Days in October, some with a brief biography.
October 6 — William Tyndale was ordained a priest in 1521. Well
educated, his goal was to translate the Bible into English, which
was opposed by the king and Catholic leadership in England. He
left for Germany, where he translated the New Testament and
some of the old. However, he was betrayed to authorities before he
could complete his work and burned at the stake in 1536. Much of
his work was incorporated in the King James Version of the Bible.
October 11 — Phillip, one of the first seven deacons ordained by
the Apostles as recorded in the Book of Acts, is most remembered
for his encounter with the court official of the Candace of Ethiopia,
to whom he explained a passage from Isaiah and then baptized him
along the road from Jerusalem.
October 15 — Teresa of Avila, nun and mystic

October 17 — Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and martyr (died 115)
October 18 — Saint Luke the Evangelist
October 23 — St, James of Jerusalem, brother of Jesus and martyr

October 28 — Saints Jude and Simon, apostles

Sweet Potato Soup
(The perfect dish for cool Autumn evening meals)
From the kitchen of David Bryant
Ingredients:
4 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
2 medium yellow onions, chopped
2 heaping tsp sea salt
Freshly ground black pepper
6 medium sweet potatoes (1 1/2 lbs) peeled and cubed

2 apples, peeled and chopped
6 cloves of garlic, grated

2 tsp ginger, grated

2 tsp coriander

1 tsp smoked paprika

2 tsp apple cider vinegar

6-8 cups vegetable broth

2 (14 oz) cans full-fat coconut milk (reserve 1/2 cup for garnish)
Heat oil in large pan over medium heat. Add onion, salt and black
pepper. And saute until soft (5-8 minutes)
Add sweet potatoes and apples until soft, stirring occasionally
Add garlic, ginger, coriander and smoked paprika, and stir.

Stir in apple cider vinegar, 3 cups broth, and the coconut milk
Bring to a boil, cover, reduce heat to simmer. Cook until potatoes
are tender, 20-30 minutes.

Let it cool slightly and pour soup into blender. Blend until smooth.
If the soup is too thick, add up to 1 cup more of broth and blend.

MONTHLY POTLUCK LUNCHEON
Our monthly first-Sunday-of-the-month potluck luncheon follows
the morning worship service on October 2. Bring a potluck dish or
not. All are welcome. There’s always plenty to eat!
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
On October 2, the annual Blessing of the Animals will take place in
the churchyard, starting at 2 p.m. Bring your pets, farm animals,
etc. Be prepared to be sprinkled with Holy Water from Father
David, who will also bless all creatures present.

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS SURVEY
Representatives from the Okaloosa County of the Florida
Department of Health will be at Epiphany on October 9 following
the 10 a.m. worship service. As a partner with the Health
Department, Epiphany will be helping them by completing a faithbased disaster preparedness survey for their use in planning for any
future disasters, weather or otherwise. You can help by staying a
few minutes after the service and answering a few questions about
your emergency preparedness.
DAUGHTERS OF THE KING
You may not know this, but the Church of the Epiphany has a
chapter of the Daughters of the King, a prayer and service
organization for Episcopal women. Unfortunately, has been
inactive for a number of years. Elizabeth MacWhinnie, the
diocesan coordinator, is coming to Epiphany on Friday, October
28, at 10 a.m. to explain what the DOK is all about. All the women
of the church are invited!

MURRAY HOUSE SUNDAY

October 9 is Murray House Sunday. Each October, we celebrate
the mission and ministry of Murray House Assisted Living
Residence in Mobile, an agency of the Episcopal Diocese of the
Central Gulf Coast. The facility has been caring for women and
men of all races and religions with graciousness and hospitality
since it was founded in 1829. Learn more about the history of
Murray House at www.murrayhouseliving.com/about.
BECKWITH WOMEN’S RETREAT
Beckwith Camp and Convention Center is hosting a weekend
retreat for women in the diocese, October 21-23. The theme is
“Getting Creative Expressing Yourself.” Alyson Jackson is the
keynote speaker. Beckwith is located on beautiful Weeks Bay
near Fairhope, Alabama. To register for the event or for more
information, visit www.beckwithal.com/programs or call 251-928
-7844.

ADVENTUROUS AGING: How to Stay Young at Heart
October 29, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal High School
in Mobile. The Commission on Affirmative Aging is sponsoring
its second annual workshop that includes presentations from area
experts. Registration is now open. The cost is $15 and includes
lunch. Four CEU hours for clergy, nurses and healthcare workers.
PILGRIMAGE TO EJI LEGACY MUSEUM
Register by October 6 for Pilgrimage to EJI Legacy Museum and
Memorial. There is a $5 registration fee and the diocesan
Commission on Racial Reconciliation will arrange for the tickets.
The link to register for the bus from Pensacola is https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/401562302657. The buses are handicap
accessible and can easily accommodate any walking aides as may
be needed. To learn more, email: jshowers@southalabama.edu.
This is a powerful experience, not to be missed.

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
The Crestview Lions Club is hosting the first (of what’s hoped to be
annual) Crestview Cornhole Tournament on Sunday, October 16, 12-6
p.m., at Warrior’s Hall 201 Stillwell Blvd. Entry fee is $20 (single play
only, no teams), and the deadline to enter is October 10. Spectator
tickets are $3 (children 5 and under free). For more information, contact
Jason Hinton at 601-454-6111.

OVERDOSE SUMMIT
The City of Crestview, the Northwest Florida League of Cities and
Project Opioid are sponsoring an Overdose Summit. Rescheduled due
to the threat of the hurricane, the new date is October 13, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
at the Crestview Community Center. For more information, the City of
Crestview website at www.cityofcrestview.org or see the poster in the
Parish Hall. Please register in advance at https://rb.gy/4grhi4

COMMUNITYWIDE THANKSGIVING
Woodlawn Baptist Church is hosting a communitywide Thanksgiving
service on November 20 at 6 p.m. The event is being organized by
Mayor J.B. Whitten as part of the his Ecumenical Community efforts.
Music will be provided by the Choral Director at Crestview High
School. More information will be forthcoming.

If you are looking for a way to help those negatively affected by
Hurricane Ian, there are two ways to do so through the Episcopal
Church. Both the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast and Episcopal
Relief and Development (ERD). You can make a donation at either
www.diocgc.org or www.episcopalrelief.org. Each has a donation link
on their websites. We will let you know if and when we learn of other
methods of helping those in need.

Please remember in your prayers:
Adley Hipwell, Amy & Anthony Lehatto, Ashley,
Catherine Clothier, the Rev. David Powers, Debra Evans,
Dennis Jackson, Donna Andrews, Janice Tyler, Jeff Evans,
Julie Hill, Katie Furby, Layla, Marion Hudson, Mary Meehan,
Nadean McArthur, Nikole Webb, Pam & Phil Phillips,
Phillip Lukert, Phyllis Alles, Raquel Briganti,
Steve & Buni O’Brien, and Sybil King,
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