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The episcopal church    

of the epiphany 
 

The mission of the Church of the Epiphany is to offer a home to 

all those who are seeking God’s unconditional love. 



From the Vicar 
Almost two-and-a-half centuries ago, the Continental Congress of what 
was to become the United States of America, approved the Declaration of 
Independence. Embedded in the preamble of the declaration was this 
sentence:  
ñWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.ò 
In this declaration within the document, the leaders of the united colonies 
acknowledged the existence of a supreme being. What they did not do,  
either intentionally or unintentionally, was define the creator as the  
Christian God. 
The primary author of the Declaration of Independence was Thomas  
Jefferson, a Virginia statesman and scholar. He was also a Deist. What is a 
Deist, you ask? Simply put, Deism is the belief in God as creator of the 
Universe, but with limitations. The online Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
defines Deism as ña movement or system of thought advocating natural 
religion, emphasizing morality, and in the 18th century denying the  
interference of the Creator with the laws of the universe.ò 
Sometimes, Deism is called ñClockwork theology,ò because itôs compared 
to a clock maker who builds (creates) a clock, winds it up and sets it in  
perpetual motion. Once the clock is in someoneôs home, the clock maker 
has no further interaction with the clock. 
Born into a Church of England family, Jefferson remained faithful to the 
Church that would become the Episcopal Church. However, he was 
influenced by the philosophy behind Deism in College. For Jefferson, 
being a Christian meant following the teachings of Jesus Christ, but it isnôt 
clear if he believed in the divinity of Christ. He has been quoted as saying, 
ñI am Christian, in the only sense in which [Jesus] wished any one to be." 
Following the teachings of Jesus greatly influenced his views on human 
rights, as expressed in the Preamble (ñall men are created equalò), but also 
contrasted by the fact that he remained a slaveholder his entire adult life.  
The ñunalienable rightsò he wrote about that were ñendowed by the  
Creatorò are broad in their interpretation, particularly ñthe pursuit of  
happiness.ò The word ñfreedomò does not appear in the Declaration of  
Independence, but it is certainly implied in the words ñlife, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.ò 
The foundersô liberty and rights were later codified in the Bill of Rights. 
During the debate, a total of 17 amendments were proposed by various 
members of Congress. The debate over these first 10 amendments to the 
U.S. Constitution continue to be a source of argument. As the membership 
of the U.S. judicial system has changed over the centuries (particularly the 
Supreme Court), so has the interpretation of the meaning of each of these 
amendments. 
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What does ñseparation of church and stateò mean? Does the ñright to 
bear armsò mean anybody can own any type of weapon? How is 
ñfreedom of speechò affected by later libel laws and even the ñrightò to 
yell ñFire!ò in a crowded theater (when there is no fire)? Under the 
Sixth Amendment, how is a ñspeedy and public trialò defined? 
The list of questions and the decisions of the federal court in answering 
them is too long to pursue here. 
However, I do want to address the issue of ñseparation of church and 
state,ò which came to be the popular description of that part of the First 
Amendment dealing with religion. The exact wording is: ñCongress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or  
prohibiting the free exercise thereoféò 
We must remember this was a novel concept in the 18th century. Most 
nations at the time had established religions, especially since the head 
of state in most countries were monarchs, who claimed they ruled  
under the authority of God. The most obvious example was Great  
Britain, where the king (or queen) is the head of the Church of England. 
Many of the early English colonies were established by denominations 
escaping the authority of the Church of England, such as the  
Massachusetts Bay Colony by the Puritans and Maryland by Roman 
Catholics. Even at the time of the adoption of the Bill of Rights, many 
states had established state churches. 
The authors of the First Amendment wanted to ensure that the federal 
government could not establish a national religion to which everyone 
was required to belong, while also ensuring that the government would 
not prevent anyone from worshipping in the any way they chose. I 
donôt know if Congress anticipated the arrival of Muslims, Buddhists, 
Hindus or many other religions, but I do believe it was ensuring their 
freedom as well. 
The concept of Religious Freedom included in the First Amendment is 
an important aspect of all the freedoms we enjoy in 21st-century  
America. As a Christian, a follower of the teachings of Christ like  
Jefferson, but also a believer in the Word of God, I am not tolerant of 
others who try to limit the nation to one religion, especially those 
whose limitations include only one segment of one religion. 
As an Episcopal priest in this diocese, I am charged by the bishop to 
not advocate one political party or candidate over another. I ask that 
politicians abide by the Second Amendment and not advocate one  
religion over another. 
May you continue to enjoy the liberties and benefits of living in this 
nation. Godôs Peace be with you always. 

 

Father David+ 
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The City of Crestview 4th of July Celebration & Party in the Park kicks off 

Tuesday July 4th at Twin Hills Park, 10 South Hathaway Street, Crestview 

at 3 p.m. with music, food vendors, Inflatables, games, corn hole an open 

splash pad and more. Fireworks launch at 9 p.m. The Event  will be hosted 

in conjunction with MainStreet Crestview Association and Community  

Redevelopment Agency (CRA.) partnering with the City of Crestview to 

bring a larger fireworks show than in years past and have more  

activities for kids, adults, and families leading up to the 9pm display. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 9LLD= G> L@=  9<?=KȚ 
0AN9DJQ :=LO==F HGDA;= 9F< ǠJ=Ǡ?@L=JK 9LLJ9;LK :DGG< <GFGJK 

 

A friendly rivalry between police and firefighters in Crestview may help to 

save lives.  During the Guns & Hoses Blood Drive July 26, donors will earn 

points for their favorite public safety agency. ItΩs the folks in blue versus 

the folks in red; itΩs the Police Department versus the Fire 

Department,  and the Oneblood blood bankΩs recipients are the real 

winners.  When giving blood, donors are reminded to cast a vote for their 

favorite Crestview public safety agency.  
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CRESTVIEW FARMERS MARKET 

Saturdays, year round 

7:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Old Spanish Trail Park 

Corner of Industrial Blvd. and Stillwell 

 

 
  

 

St. Peter's Fish Fry 

Thursday, July 07, 5:00 PM – тΥлл PM  

St. Peter's Episcopal Church  

6270 Bon Secour Hwy, Bon Secour, AL  

Fried mullet, potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, hush puppies, and 

desserts. Plates are $12 each dine in or take out available.  
 

BECKWITH ALUMNI WEEKEND 

August 4-6  

Beckwith Camp and Retreat Center  

10400 Beckwith Lane Fairhope, AL  
 

Friday, August 4th, 4:00pm - 6:00pm check-in, 6:00pm - Cookout 

at Pavilion.  

Saturday, August 5th fun camp-style activities all day!(high 

ropes, swimming, sailing, kayaking, arts & crafts, field games) 

8:00am - breakfast (Wilson Hall) 

12:00pm - lunch (Pavillion)6:00 pm - dinner (Undercroft) 

Sunday, August 6th 8:00am - breakfast  

(Wilson Hall 10:00am - Eucharist (Chapel).   

Feel free to bring your own drinks/snacks,bring kayaks, canoes, 

lawn chairs, bikes,hammocks--whatever you'd like to bring to 

makethis a fun and relaxing weekend for you and your family! 
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The  monthly Vestry meeting was held on June 11. Here are the highlights 
of that meeting: 

TreasurerΩs Report: Laura presented the monthly financial report.   She 
noted  expenses were higher in May and attendance was low.  MayΩs 
financial report was accepted as read.  Financial reports are posted on the 
bulletin board. 
  
VicarΩs Report:  David Bryant is working with Signs Galore to provide a 
new муέx24έ sign outside the church office at a cost of $60.00. Fr David 
also wants to have step-in type yard signs made, which can be done in any 
quantity at Staples. Two new signs are needed at west Hwy 90 towards 
Milton, and north Hwy 85 near the Garden St. signal but require heavy 
metal posts that need to be professionally installed to avoid any 
interference or damage to power, sewer or water lines. The cost would be 
$100. Bids were accepted. The sign at the corner of Garden St. and 
Hammock Ln. has been taken down by the construction company and will 
be reinstalled when they are finished.  Editors note: Sign has been 
reinstalled. 

Junior WardenΩs Report: Phil reported on the status of the church doors; 
he is still waiting for the contractor to find time to finish the project and is 
also going to have him look at the locking bar on the west parish hall 
door. The doors at St. JosephΩs Hall need painting and Phil will get  
estimates next week.  
Landscaping improvements will be done next week and will include  
removal of the bush at the south side of the driveway by the street as it 
grows fast and blocks the view when pulling out onto the street.   
The vestry requested that the lawn be mowed every two weeks during 
the summer. Phil will contact the lawn service. There are many other 
small projects in the works.  
 

Old Business: David Bryant has been in contact with the current cleaning 
service provider, Myrick, as well as three other bids for service- Coverall 
@ $524 per month; Green Tech @ $1,115.83 per month; Perfectly Clean 
@$250 per week. David created a list of cleaning requirements for the 
new contractor to agree to and sign. Mr. Myrick wants to continue 
@$82.50 per week, provide his own cleaning supplies, and will come on 
Friday nights instead of Saturday, which will lessen the possibility of 
fumes from the cleaning products used. A motion was made to allow 
Myrick to continue for one more month, due to concerns about numerous 
past problems with service and bookkeeping. A motion carried with the 
stipulation that Mr. Myrick wonΩt be told heΩs being evaluated. The vestry 
will decide on a permanent cleaning service at the next meeting.  
 

6 



Announcements: The next rummage sale will be Saturday June 24, 
2023. David will be selling quiches again.  
Fr. David adjourned the meeting with a closing prayer at 11:42am. 
The next vestry meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2023 at approximately 
11:15 am.  

  

 

 

The Doors and frames for Saint Joseph Hall have been completed; 
sealed and painted. 
 

This month the church yard was completely trimmed and dead 
plants and trees removed.  During the summer months the church 
lawn will be mowed twice a month on every other Thursday . 
 

Wade Family Home Construction has the Church door and paint on 
hand.  They are going to change out the push bar locking system. 
 

We have two main problems with the church doors.  The main  
entrance door has always been a problem, the entire door has been 
replaced but was never right.  Wade Construction has warrantied 
the door, but it has been a job to finish the door project.  They are  
a busy company, but I have contacted them. 
 

The church back door has a broken and cracked top frame board,  
so it only locks at the bottom partially securing the building.  The 
locksmith has a high estimate to repair the door.  I have been 
looking at an alternative way to repair this door. 
 

Every Sunday when I arrive at the church, I dislike seeng the front 
door still broken.  I have been working on this project, but the 
Wade company just needs to come the fix the door. 
 

    — Phil Phillips, Junior Warden 
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July 2 — Fifth Sunday after Pentecost Trinity Sunday 

 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  followed by Potluck Lunch 
 

July 9 — Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist followed by Vestry Meeting 
 

July 16  — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist followed by Healing Service 
 

July 23 — Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  
 

July 30 — Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 1st Reading - Jennifer Parker 

 2nd Reading - Missy Jones 
 

July 9 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 1st Reading - Tracy Kueczynski 

 2nd Reading - Mary Meehan 
 

July 16 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

 1st Reading - Ginny Bauer 

 2nd Reading - Christine Wakayama 
 

July 23 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 1st Reading -  

 2nd Reading - Cathy Clothier 
 

July 30 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 1st Reading -  

 2nd Reading - 
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Recipes Needed for New Epiphany Cookbook 

We are still looking for recipes for the new cookbook.  We especially 
need recipes for salads, entrees (main dishes) and sides.  I know there are 
more talented people with great recipes out there.  You can email a recipe to 
me at epiphanycv@outlook.com, or give me a hard copy at church, or even 
dictate the recipe to me in person or on the phone.  I donΩt want to miss 
anyone.  

Below is a list of the recipes I have already: 

Soups 

Potato by Mary Meehan 

Sweet Potato by David Bryant 

Unstuffed Cabbage Roll by Mary Meehan 

Split Green Pea by Florence Bryant 

Best Tomato Soup Ever by David Bryant 

DaveΩs White Chili by David Bryant 

Creamy Potato by David Bryant 

Turkey Bean & Corn Taco by Janice Tyler 
 

Salads 

Pasta by Mary Meehan 

Feldman Family Bean Salad by Pat Shew 
 

Entrees and Sides 

 Corn Casserole by Mary Meehan 

Crockpot Hashbrown Casserole by Mary Meehan 

Sweet and Sour Chicken Meatballs by David Bryant 

Polynesian Meatballs by David Bryant 
 

Desserts 

 Blueberry Coffee Cake by Jane Seifert 

Chocolate Pound Cake by Mary Meehan 

Baked French Toast Casserole by Ginny Bauer 

DaveΩs Nutty Cake by David Bryant 

Jewish Apple Cake by Jane Seifert 

Mini Pumpkin Pies by Mary Meehan 

No Bake Éclair Cake by Janice Tyler 

Tony ChacheriΩs Pecan Poke Cake by Mary Meehan 

New York Style Cheese Cake by David Bryant 

 

If you don’t see your recipe listed here please give me a copy 
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Birthdays 

July 1—Laura Hill  

July 6—Elli Sewell 

July 20—Carson Newman 

July 26—Missy Jones 
 

Anniversaries 

July 7—Warren & Jane Siefert 

July 15– Jeff & Debbie Evans 

July 22– Lynn & Sandra Lukert  

 

Parish News 
Monthly Rummage Sale: 
After a very successful Rummage sale in May, the June edition was poorly 
attended. We will try to expand our publicity of the event through the 
newspaper and the Chamber of Commerce, as well as other sources, 
including more signage around town, to get the word out. This is an area 
where you can help. If every parishioner told one friend, neighbor or even 
family member about the Rummage sale, it would boost the number of 
people coming, as well as helping them find something they might need 
or want at a reasonable price.  
If you have something of (reasonable) value around your house that you 
donΩt want or need anymore, please consider donating it. Also, we can 
always use an extra hand during the sale. And donΩt forget about David 
BryantΩs quiches! The next Rummage sale is Saturday, July 29, 8 a.m.-12 
noon. 
 

Columbarium: 
One of the files the parish office is attempting to update involves the 
columbarium. We want to make sure we have a record for everyone who 
wishes to have their ashes placed in the columbarium when the time 
comes. Even if you believe the office does have a record of your wishes, 
please confirm it. If you have paid for your place (or places for family 
members), please let us know. You donΩt have to have a receipt. We trust 
you. 
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DaveΩs Nutty, Cake by Dave Bryant 
Ingredients 

             Cake                                 Filling                           Frosting  
 

1 package Dunkan Hinds      1 Can 5oz Evaporated       ¾ Cup Unsalted   
   Butter Recipe Golden            Milk                Butter, Softened  
   Cake Mix         1 Cup Sugar                    6 oz Cream Cheese, 
2 Egg Whites         6 tbsp Unsalted Butter,        Softened 
½ Cup (1 stick) Unsalted            cubed            ¼ tsp Vanilla Extract 
    Butter         3 Egg Yolks, lightly           ¾ tsp Almond Extract 
2/3 Cup Water             beaten            3 Cups ConfectionerΩs 
1 tsp Almond Extract        ½ tsp Almond Extract Sugar 
2 tsp Hazelnut Syrup        ½ tsp Vanilla Extract           2 tbsp Milk 
½ Cup Almonds,          1 tsp Hazelnut Syrup 
     finely chopped         1 ½ Cups Flaked Coconut 
¼ Cup Pecans, finely          ½ Cup each chopped  Almonds,  
    Chopped               Pecans, & Hazelnuts 
½ Cup Hazelnuts, finely              
    Chopped  

Directions 
 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Grease the bottom and sides of 2, 9 inch round cake pans, the flour 
 Lightly. 
3.     Blend the mix, egg whites, softened butter, and water at low speed 
 until moistened. 
4.     Add the almond extract and hazelnut syrup and beat at medium 
 speed for about 3 minutes. 
5. Add the finely chopped nuts and beat until well blended. 
6. Add the flour, then the eggs and yolk 1 at a time, mixing well after  
each addition. Add the sour cream and mix until smooth. 
7.    Pour batter into prepared cake pans and bake for about 30 minutes. 
Cake is done when a toothpick inserted in the center of the cake comes 
out clean. 
8.     While the cake is baking to make the filling: in a large sauce pan  
combine the evaporated milk, sugar, butter and egg yolks. 
9.      Cook and stir over medium heat for about 10 to 12 minutes until 
 mixture thickens. 
10.    Remove from the heat, stir in almond and vanilla extracts, hazelnut  
syrup, coconut and nuts.  Let cool to room temperature. 
11.     When the cake is done, remove to cool on wire racks for 15 
minutes. 
12.      Remove cake from pans and cool on racks completely before 
frosting. 
13.      While cake cools, make the frosting: beat the butter, cream 
cheese, almond and vanilla extracts until smooth. 
14. Gradually add confectionersΩ sugar and beat in milk until light and 
fluffy. 
15. Spread the filling between cake layers, then frost the top and sides  
of the cake. 
16. Garnish with slice almonds and/or pecans on top of the cake. 
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Please remember in your prayers:  

Adley Hipwell, Amy & Anthony Lehatto, Barbara Procino,   

Bill Jones, Cindy Duffy, Rev. David Knight, Rev. De Freeman,  

Debra Evans, Dennis Jackson, Donna Andrews, Florie Angelini,  

Janice Tyler, Jeff Evans, Rev. Julia Phillips, Julie Hill,  

Katie Furby, KeiôMari Martin, Layla, Mary Meehan,  

Maureen Marcote, Marilyn ñMissyò Jones, Nancy Delierre, Natalie,  

Pedro Sanchez, Pam & Phil Phillips, Phyllis Alles,  

Sheila Campbell, Steve & Buni OôBrien, Sybil King,  

Tom Holmes Jr. and William Sanders 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 

424 Garden Street 

Crestview, Florida  32536 


